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AMA’'S GREATEST GAMES 
1995 COLLECTION will 
include five one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
tapes have never before been sold at 
retail and include several games that 
were not seen on television — all games 
that Bama fans want to see. 


BAMA’'S GREATEST GAMES are host- 
ed by famed Tide sportscaster-author 
John Forney and Tom Roberts of TASN. 
The 1996 COLLECTION includes mem- 
ories that will last forever in the hearts 
of Tide fans —- memories such as Bama’s 
1992 win over Miami in the Sugar Bowl 
to close out a perfect season and clinch 
Bama’s 12th National Championship. 


“BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES 
are an excellent way to 
support the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum and add to your 
Alabama football video 
library. Ask for these great 
tapes at your favorite store. 
I oe recommend them.” 


[dee Gene Stallings ; 
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The games were selected on the basis 
of research by the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1996 
COLLECTION includes these games: 
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and The University of Alabama. 
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THE NEW 1996 COLLECTION | 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


Vol. 16 1992 BAMA VS. MIAMI 
The Tide knocks off No. 1 Miami to win ‘ 
the National Championship. ; 


vol. 17 1986 BAMA VS. NOTRE 
DAME Linebacker Cornelius Bennett 
and the Tide sack the Irish. 


vol. 18 1994 BAMA VS. 
GEORGIA Jay Barker leads the Tide 
victory in a shootout with the Bulldogs. 


vol. 19 1989 BAMA VS. OLE 
MISS Gary Hollingsworth leads Bama’s 
comeback in a 62-27 win over the Rebels. 


vol.20 1977 BAMA VS. U.S.C. 

Bear Bryant's Tide upsets the number 1 
Trojans in the Los Angeles Memorial < 
Coliseum. 
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Quarterback Battle: 


Kitchens Gets The Call 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior Freddie Kitchens 
held on to his lead to be 
quarterback in opener 


ne week before the opening game 

against Bowling Green, Alabama 

Head Coach Gene Stallings still was 
not ready to name a starting quarterback. As 
he pointed out, he’s not under any obliga- 
tion to name a Starter. “When the game 
starts, someone will walk out there,” he 
promised. 

However, actions speak louder than 
words. Throughout the pre-season practice 
junior Freddie Kitchens got the majority of 
work with the number one offense. Behind 
him was sophomore Warren Foust, while 
soph John David Phillips and junior Lance 
Tucker worked primarily with the second 
and third offensive teams. 

Kitchens took a big step towards cement- 
ing the first team job when he reported back 
at 228 pounds, well under his spring weight, 
and, more important, in great physical 
shape. He has showed no ill effects from 
previous shoulder problems except that he 
is limited in the amount of work he does in 
the weight room insofar as putting pressure 
on the shoulder. Kitchens, as most Alabama 
players, spent the entire summer in 
Tuscaloosa working out. 

Meanwhile, in order for him to drop 
down, either he had to perform poorly or 
someone else had to show Stallings that he 
was far superior. While none of the quarter- 
backs could be said to have performed at an 
unusually high level in the pre-season, none 
performed poorly, either. And none per- 
formed better than Kitchens. 

And so, barring a late, unforeseen devel- 
opment, Kitchens will get the call to start 
the season at quarterback. 

The 6-2 Kitchens played in six games as a 
true freshman in 1993, completing seven of 
14 passes for 188 yards with two touch- 
downs and three interceptions. He missed 
1994 with a shoulder injury suffered while 
pitching for the Alabama baseball team. Last 
year he was the back-up to Brian Burgdorf 
through most of the season, then earned the 
starting job in the final two games. He aver- 
aged 123.4 yards passing per game as he hit 
63 of 127 passes and had three touchdowns, 
five interceptions. In the season finale he 
was 20 of 43 for 302 yards and one touch- 
down and came within inches of being an 
Alabama legend as his last minute pass in 
the end zone for a potential winning touch- 
down was ruled just out of bounds. 
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Freddie Kitchens doesn’t have a great deal of experience as quarterback at Alabama, but he has far 
more than any of his competitors. Kitchens reported for fall practice in excellent shape and will start 


the season as the number one quarterback. 


itchens knows that more is expected 
kK: him in every way as Alabama’s 

tarting quarterback. “The spotlight is 
on me, now,” he said. And he believes he has 
responded, primarily by his summer regi- 
men of losing weight, gaining strength and 
conditioning, and throwing to his wide re- 
ceivers throughout the summer. A summer 
before he had landed in Stallings’ doghouse 
for an off-the-field incident. The resulting 
suspension effectively knocked him out of 
starting contention in 1995. 

In addition to his strong arm, Kitchens has 
the edge on his competition because of his 
experience, albeit limited experience. He 
said, “I know where the receivers are going 


Barry Fikes Photo 


to be now. | understand secondaries better 
now. I'm just a lot more comfortable with 
the position.” 

As he begins work under his third position 
coach and offensive coordinator at Alabama, 
Kitchens is looking for good things from the 
offense. He said Alabama's attack won't be 
noticeably different from the past. “To the 
average fan it won't be any different look- 
ing,” he said. “It will just be more produc- 
tive. There will be more points on the board 
at the end of the game. It will be executed 
better.” 

Much is made of the leadership issue for a 
quarterback. Stallings said, “Being a leader 
isn’t being able to break the huddle and get 
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the team to the line of scrimmage. For a 
quarterback to be a leader, he’s gat to move 
the football.” Stallings has pointed out that a 
quarterback can carry a team, but if the 
quarterback has an off day its unlikely the 
team can carry the quarterback. 


ince the first football was snapped, 
Sse have said that the game pre- 

pares the players for life. Young college 
graduates can probably identify with the 
preparation Alabama's back-up quarterbacks 
are getting. They can't get the job because 
they don’t have experience, and they can't 
get experience without getting the work. 

The other quarterbacks recognize that 
Kitchens has earned the job. Foust, a 6-3, 
207-pounder who saw only mop-up work 
last year as a redshirt freshman, said, “1 
knew that if Freddie did all he was supposed 
to do in the off-season and came in here 
ready to compete, he would be the starter. 
But I expect to play. If 1 don't get some play- 
ing time, I'll be disappointed.” 

Foust will get some playing time. Even 
though he lacks a picture-perfect passing de- 
livery, he makes up for any passing deficien- 
cies with excellent running ability. And 
Stallings likes to have a quarterback who 
can get out of trouble. Foust can not only 
avoid trouble, he is likely to turn that 
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scramble into a big running play. 

“L think the coaches have a handle on 
what each of us can do,” Foust said. “At the 
same time, the only way to get better is to 
play.” 

If someone with a knowledge of football 
watched Alabama’s quarterbacks warming 
up, and didn’t know anything about any of 
them, it’s quite likely he would pick John 
David Phillips as the starter. Phillips, 6-3, 
208, has a classic throwing style and runs 
well. Still, even though he had some good 
scrimmage work in the fall, he didn't move 
into the starting picture. 

Nevertheless, Phillips said, “In my head, 
rll always be number one. If 1 don't make it, 
I'l know I’ve made this team better by push- 
ing the other guys.” 

Phillips had only a year of experience as a 
high school quarterback, then was shifted to 
defense on his first day of Alabama practice 
in L994, Although he played in all 12 games, 
primarily on special teams, he was miser- 
able. Prior to spring training in 1995, 
Phillips was offered the opportunity to re- 
turn to offense. In the fall he worked for 
awhile at wide receiver, but soon moved to 
quarterback and ran the scout team last fall. 

“I lost ground,” Phillips said. “This is real- 
ly just my second year at quarterback. | 
gained a lot of experience on defense and | 


“INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


FOOTBALL 
FAX 


Get up-to-date information on foot- 
ball and recruiting with the "BAMA 
FOOTBALL FAX. Reports come three 
days a week (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday) during football season, after 
practices in spring training, and 
Monday through Friday on recruiting 
beginning January 6 through football 
signing day. You get accurate reports 
waiting for you when you reach your 
Fax machine each morning. 

This exclusive for "BAMA MAGAZINE 
subscribers is available for $150 and 
your Football Fax subscription car- 
ries an unconditional money back 
guarantee on the unused portion. 

Reports have already begun, so 
rush your order today. 


To subscribe, complete the 
form and mail to: 
"BAMA FOOTBALL FAX 
PO. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


OR (credit card orders only) 
CALL 1-800-713-2261 
OR FAX (205) 345-1260 


{J Yes, I want Football Fax. 
I enclose $150. 


J Check or money order 
LJ Visa 4 MasterCard 


Card # 
Exp. 
Sig. 
Name 
Address 
City 

ST 
Phone 
FAX 


understand defenses better, but [ might be 
further along if { had stayed on offense.” 

Lance Tucker, a 6-0, 182-pound junior, is 
a major part of Alabama's team, but not at 
quarterback. Tucker is the holder on field 
goal and extra point kicks. 

Still, Stallings has said repeatedly he 
would have no qualms about putting Tucker 
in the game at quarterback. Any practice 
watcher will tell the same story: every time 
Tucker takes the team, the team moves 
downfield. He’s the smallest of the quarter- 
back candidates, not the best passer and not 
the best runner, but the son of a coach has a 
great understanding of the game and excel- 
lent instincts. 


ide Notes: There was bad, though not 
unexpected, news for the Tide as pre- 
season All-Southeastern Conference 
defensive end Darrell Blackburn announced 
that he would not be able to play his final 
season. For two years Blackburn has dealt 
with the problem of a decline in the func- 
tion of his kidneys. He missed early fall 
practice last year, but eventually participated 
in all 11 games. Although football was not 
considered a risk to his condition, he has a 
difficult time getting into playing condition 
because of his ailment. 
Stallings said, “I really hate it about his 


Quarterback candidates at Alabama in 1996 include sophomores Warren Foust (left) and John David 
Phillips (right), Foust is considered Bama’s best running quarterback, while Phillips is regarded as the 


man with the greatest potential. 


condition. He's an outstanding young man 
and a great player. But | think he made the 
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right decision. We'll miss his play, but more 
importantly we will miss his leadership both 
on and off the field. He has grown to be a 
fine leader and we all wish him well as he 
faces his medical problems.” 

Blackburn has been undergoing tests in 
anticipation of a kidney transplant. 

Blackburn was a three-year letterman and 
one of the Tide's leading returning defensive 
players. His official statistics are modest, but 
Blackburn was so difficult to block that he 
disrupted opposing offensive plans. For the 
record he had 10 quarterback sacks and 22 
tackles as a junior. For his career, 35 games, 
he had 13 sacks, 57 tackles and 31 quarter- 
back pressures. He said he expects to remain 
with the program in some capacity. 

On the good side, Stallings was able to 
award scholarships to a number of previous 
walk-on players. The Tide head coach had 
awarded about a dozen scholarships to 
walk-ons in his previous six years and this 
year added seven to that list. The new schol- 
arshipped players are center Michael Ray, 
punter Hayden Stockton, snapper Chester 
Lewis, kickoff specialist William Watts, 
snapper Jackson Cook, wide receiver Chad 
Goss and defensive end Anthony Dowdell. 

Although Alabama is generally being 
picked as pre-season favorite for the SEC 
Western Division title, and generally listed as 
about 14th (CNN/USA Today) or 15th 
(Associated Press), Sports Illustrated rated 
Bama only 28th in its pre-season predictions, 

Four Tide defensive players have received 
the most pre-season all-star recognition, led 
by strong safety Kevin Jackson. Linebacker 
Dwayne Rudd and defensive ends Chris 
Hood and Darrell Blackburn were also [re- 
quently mentioned. 
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1996 Alabama Football Roster 


(Subject to change) 


No Name, Pos. Year Hgt Wgt Exp Hometown No Name, Pos. Year Hgt Wet Exp Hometown 
1 Marcell West, Fl Sr 6-0 190 3L Niceville, Fla. 47 Chad Barron, PK Fr. 6-2 200 HS Marietta, Ga. 
1 Jahi Henley, CB Fr 5-9 185 HS Nashville, Tenn. 48 Trevis Smith, FB So, 6-1 222 JL Montgomery 
2 Deshea Townsend,CB Jr. 35-10180 2L Batesville, Miss. 49 Chris Warren, DT Sr, 6-3 251 Sq Birmingham 
2 Atokie Boman, SE Jr. 6-2 165 Sq Bighee 50 Rob-E Staten, MLB Fr. 6-1 250 HS Pearl, Miss. 
3 Michael Feagin, CB So. 3-9 179 IL Greenville 51 Laron White, OG Sr, 6-2 272 3L Courtland 
+ Steve Stanley, $ So. 6-3 199 LL Leighton 31 Eric Simmons, PK Fr. 6-0 216 HS Gadsden 
+ Brian Cunningham, PK So. 5-11178 Sq Birmingham 52 Franz Odom, WLB So. 6-1 236 Sq Semmes 
5 Jonah Dismukes, PK Fr 6-0 180 HS Mobile 53 Granison Wagstalf, MLB So. 6-2 238 IL Enterprise 
6 Lance Tucker, QB Jv. 6-0 182 21 Fayette 54 Anthony Dowdell,DE Sr. 6-1 251 2L Columbus, Ga. 
7 Kevin Jackson, SS Sr. 6-2 206 2L Dothan 54 Steve Holloway, OG Fr. 6-3 250 HS Hoover 
7 Ryan Pflugner, PK Fr. 5-11 165 RS Sarasota, Fla. 55 Fernando Davis, MLB Sr, 6-3 255 3L Aberdeen, Miss. 
8 Tim Bowens, Fl Fr. 6-1 195 HS Killen 56 Chris Jordan, OT Jr. 6-4 293 IL Jackson 
9 Freddie Kitchens,QB Jr. 6-2 230) «21 Analla 57. Lamont Floyd, WLB Sr. 6-2 234 3L Orange Park, Fla, 
9 Shane Reeves, PK Fr. 3-7 150 HS Gadsden 57 Matt Blake, C Fr. 6-2 265 RS Montgomery 
10. Thomas Hill, CB Fr. 35-10180 RS Meridian, Miss. 58 Matt Harrison, DT So. 6+ 260 Sq Dadeville 
1) Chad Gass, SE Jr 3-1L177 LL Warmer Robins, Ga. 58 Matt Herndon, MLB Fr. 6-0 200 RS Winter Park, Fla. 
Il Marcus Slay, CB Fr. 5-7 160 HS Lithonia, Ga. 58 Ty Babcock, C Fr. 6-1 275 HS Albertville 
12 John David Phillips, QB So. 6-3 208 IL Anniston 59 Chris Edwards, SLB So. 6-2 236 JL Bessemer 
13 Cedric Samuel, S Sr 5-9 183 3L Demopolis 59 Billy Payne, MLB Jr. 6-1 245 Sq Hoover 
13 Wes Long, QB Fr. 6-L 185 HS Guntersville 59 Chris Ray, OT Fr. 6-2 255 Sq Piedmont 
I+ Jason Jones, S Fr. 5-11 185 HS Tuscaloosa 60 Chris Samuels, OT Fr. 6-6 290 RS Mobile 
\4 Lee Chambers, QB Fr. 6-4+ 205 HS Enterprise 61 Chris Sign, OG So. 6-2 262 Sq Arlington, Texas 
14 Tucker Yance, CB Fr. 5-10180 HS Mobile 61 Chris Siebert, SLB Jr. 6-1 205 Sq Union Hill 
15 William Watts, PK Sr. 6-1 210  3L Pleasant Grove 62 Michael Ray, C Jr. 6-5 291 IL Boaz 
15 Travis Crim, SS Jr. 5-9 177 Sq Clanton 62 Jonathan Rudolph, WLB So 6-2 197 Sq Mobile 
15 Wes Black, Flk Fr. 6-2 175 RS Hoover 63 Sage Spree, OT So. 64 285 IL Boligee 
lo Chauncey Teague,SE Jr. 6-1 170 HS Hobson City 6+ Adam Joiner, C Fr. 6-3 265 HS Milton, Fla. 
16 Brent St. James, QB Fr. 6-1 200 HS Orlando, Fla. 6+ Marquis Forge, DT Fr, 6-0 252 RS Autaugaville 
17 Warren Foust, QB So. 6-3 207 LL Midwest City, Okla. 65 Jackson Cook, Sn/C Sr. 6-0 260 2L Cullman 
17 Kevin Bennett, CB Fr. 6-1 192 HS Keyport, N.J. 66 Brenon Meadows,OG Jr 6-2 280 5q_-: Birmingham 
18 Hayden Stockton, P Sr. 6-0 195 LL Double Springs 67 Kelvis White, OG Fr. 6-3 265 HS Courtland 
18 Robert Warnock, Flk So. 6-0 190 Sq Birmingham 68 Will Friend, OG Jr. 6-2 271 2L Philadelphia, Miss. 
20 Kelvin Sigler, S So. 6-1 180 IL Mobile 69 Michael Moore, OG Fr. 6-6 290 RS Fayette 
20 Chris Kemp, PK Fr. 5-10175 HS Jacksonville, Fla. 69 Ross Gunnells, WLB Fr. 6-1 190 HS Aliceville 
2! Montoya Madden, RB So. 39 210 IL Town Creek 70 Jason McDonald, OT Fr. 6-6 296 RS Theodore 
21 Greg Phillips, SS Fr, 5-11 185 RS Mobile 71 John Causey, C Sr 6-2 273 3L Hayneville 
22 Michael Vaughn, SE So. 6-1 199 IL Clarksdale, Miss. 72 Pete DiMario, OT St. 6-4 285 3L Tuscaloosa 
23. Andre Short, SS Jr 5-1L.205  2L LaGrange, Ga. 73 Josh Swords, OG So. 6-3 285 Sq Brentwood, Tenn, 
23 Michael Cassady, SE Sr. 6-0 184 Sq Florala 74+ Paul Hogan, C Fr. 6-3 240 HS Valdosta, Ga. 
24+ Marlon Reyes, CB Sr 5-10 184 IL Mexico City 75 Brian Brasseal, OT Fr. 6-2 280 RS Ashland 
24 Patrick Morgan, Flk Fr. 6-0 183 RS Birmingham 76 Corey Kinnebrew,OT = Fr. 6-3: 330 HS Rome, Ga. 
25. Fernando Bryant, CB So. 6-0 170 LL Murfreesboro, Tenn, 76 Darrell Williams, OT Jt. 64 299 Tr Brookwood 
25 Chris Lentini, Flk Fr 5-7 160 ~——-RS_ Shreveport, La. 77 = ‘Joel Holliday, OT Jr. 6-3 312 2L Six Mile, S.C. 
26 Myles Christian, RB Fr «5-9 185 ~~ HS. Tuscaloosa 78 = Ozell Powell, DT Sr 6-5 295 3L Greenville 
27 = Jeremy Pruiu, § Sr. 6-0 186 IL Rainsville 79 Jeremy Pennington,OG Sr 6-2 272 3L Vernon 
27 Jack Hines, SE So. 6-1 180 Sq Brewton 79 Kevin Flowers, DE Jr. 6-0 221 Sq Troy 
28 Bo Butler, SS Fr. 5-11 181 RS Scottsboro 80 Wes Allen, SE So, 6-0 160 Sq Tuscaloosa 
29 Dennis Riddle, RB Je 6-0 195 2L Tuscaloosa 80 Lee Ferguson, TE Jr. 6-1 186 Sq Albertville 
30 ©Dustin McClintock, FB Fr. =6-3. 235) HS Quinlan, Texas 81 Edgar Walker, DE Je 64 250 IL Dothan 
30 Jarrod Warren, SS Fr. 5-11185 RS Birmingham 81 Billy Donner, TE Fr. 6-3 225 RS Birmingham 
31 Jon Brock, PK Sr 6-1 195 = Tr Huntingion Bch, Calif 82 Thad Abernathy, Fl Jr. 6-0 168 Sq Enterprise 
32 Curtis Alexander, RB Jr 6-1 200 2L Memphis 83 Calvin Hall, SE So. 6-2 195 IL Gallatin, Tenn. 
33. Ed Scissum, FB Jn 6-0 232 2L Attalla 84 Shamari Buchanan, Fl Fr 6-2 214 RS Auanta 
34+ Chris Hood, DE So, 6-3 273. IL Town Creek 85 Rhett Crutchfield, TE So. 6-3 246 Sq Birmingham 
34 Arvin Richard, RB Fr. 5-7 170 HS Atlanta 86 Rod Rutledge, TE Jr 6-4 260 2L Birmingham 
33. Owen Winston, CB So. 6-0 185 IL Montgomery 87 Dwayne Rudd, WLB Jr. 6-2 245  2L Batesville, Miss. 
35 Matt Teague, FB Fr. 6-0 219° RS Montgomery 87 Jackson Eubanks, SE Fr 5-11 184 HS Birmingham 
36 Marcus Spencer, DB Fr. 6-0 175 HS York 88 Chester Lewis, Sn/TE Sr 6-4 252 2L Tuscaloosa 
36 Martin Glover, SE Fr. 5-9 190 HS Sumiton 88 Brandon Anderson,SE Fr 6-1 195 RS Florala 
36 Chris McGehee, $5 So. 5-9 179 Sq Rainbow City 89 Tito Smith, WLB So. 6-3 224 Sq Birmingham 
37 Shaun Alexander, RB Fr. 6-1 205 RS Florence, Ky. 89 Spence Beasley, TE Fr. 6-1 240 HS Anniston 
38 Patrick Hape, TE Sr 6-4 257 3L Killen 90 Jamie Carter, DT Fr. 6-3 290 HS Philadelphia, Miss. 
40 Daniel Pope, P So. 6-0 190 Sq Alpharetta, Ga. 91 Brad Ledbetter, TE Fr 6+ 220 HS Pelham 
40 Chris Key, DE Fr. 6-0 230 RS Mobile 91 Clint Waggoner, DE Fr. 6-+ 235 RS Fairburn, Ga. 
+1 Ralph Staten, SLB Sr. 6-3 208 3L Semmes 92 Tyrell Buckner, MLB Sr, 6-0 252 3L Denison, Texas 
41 George Ross, RB Fr. 5-10 180 RS Slidell, La. 94 Griff Redmill, DE Fr. 6-5 255 HS Jasper 
42 Paul Pickett, SLB Jr. 6-2 221 LL LaGrange, Ga. 95 Kelvin Moore, DE Sr 6-3 258 3L Daphne 
42 Jeffrey Whiten, FB Sr. 6-1 223 Sq Mobile 95 Rance Crutchfield, MLB Sr. 6-0 211 Sq Birmingham 
42 Demetrick Allen, RB Fr. 5-10200 RS St. Louis, Mo. 96 Michael Myers, DT Jr. 63 270 JC Vicksburg, Miss. 
43 Steve Harris, MLB So. 6-0 246 IL Town Creek 97 Heath Panks, DT Jr. 6-4 280 JC Slidell, La. 
46 John Tanks, SLB Sr 64 229 3L Buller 98 Reggie Grimes, DT Fr. 6-4 271 RS Nashville, Tenn. 
47 Eddie Hunter, SLB So. 6-2 205 IL Mobile 99 Eric Kerley; DT Jr 6-1 298 2L Birmingham 
+7 William Leland, FB Sr. 5-11222 Sq Birmingham 
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Prep Prospects: 


Top Players Being Identified 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide will have to get an 
early start to re-claim one 


labama football recruiters will have to go 
Av: and do it all again with a couple of 

lop prospects, one this year and one next 
year. Two of Bama’s 1996 signees did not qualify 
academically. 

Delensive end Kenny Smith of Stevenson 
North Jackson missed qualifying by a miniscule 
amount and his status with the NCAA 
Clearinghouse, which is the final judge on the 
eligibility of all signees, wasn’t decided until 
after Alabama had begun fall practice. It is be- 
lieved Smith will return to North Jackson High 
School this semester and could be eligible for 
signing in December and join the team in time 
for spring practice in March, 

Tight end Gorman Thornton of Montgomery 
Jeff Davis, Mr. Football in Alabama last year, 
also failed to qualily academically. He has elect- 
ed to enroll at Hinds Junior College in 
Mississippi and will likely be one of the top 
prospects in the Southeast in two years, 

Meanwhile, Alabama coaches are working re- 


cruiling into their hectic schedules as football 
season approaches. There is no off-campus tray- 
el or in-person contact with prospects yet, but a 
school can have telephone contact with 
prospects once a week. 


or many years we have considered the 
Bev 16 list compiled by Tuscaloosa 

News Sports Editor Cecil Hurt to be the 
most reliable gauge of the best prospects in 
Alabama. Hurt provides a pre-season list, then a 
post-season list in December, 

It is nol surprising that Hurt’s pre-season list 
has a Tuscaloosa Central senior football star as 
the top prospect in Alabama this year. Almost 
every publication in the state will, But it was 
something of a surprise that the top prospect 
was not the leading candidate for Mr. Football, 
running back Antoneyo Williams. 

Tuscaloosa Central is the defending state 
champion in Alabama’ largest high school divi- 
sion, 6A, and the Falcons were a unanimous 
choice in Alabama Sports Writers Association 
balloting to repeat this year. One of the stars of 
the team last year and returning this year is cor- 
nerback Kecalf (pronounced Kelve) Bailey, a 5- 
10, 175-pounder. Bailey, who also starred for 
Central's track team with an electronic 10.98 
clocking in the 100 meters leading off the 4x100 
relay, told Hurt he has not decided on a college. 


SOUTHEASTERN 
RECRUITING 


“For 13 years, the South’s 
most complete recruiting newsletter!” 


PRE-SEASON TOP 300: Available September 7. A detailed player 
profile filled with photos, stats, and early college lists of the Top 


300 H.S. seniors in the South. 


FOUR RECRUITING UPDATES: Mid November, Mid December, 
and two reports in January indicating visits, leanings, and 
commitments. Nearly 400 prospects listed in each update. 

POST-SEASON MAGAZINE: Comprehensive evaluation filled with 
complete recruiting classes of the SEC, ACC, and major southern 


independents. 


To subscribe: Send $35.00 to: 
Southeastern Recruiting, P.O. Box 57347, Atlanta. GA 30343 


SE Recruiting Hotline: 1-900-786-4400 
The most up-to-date recruiting information available for your favorite school, $1.49 
a minute, Calls may be made from a touch tone or rotary dial telephone. 


Continuously updated beginning November 1. 1996. 
Under 18 get permission before calling. Advanced Telecom Services, Philadelphia, PA 
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Hurt said he considers this to be less than a 
great year for prep prospects in the state. al- 
though he believes the first seven on his 1996 
list are outstanding players. He also said the 
order of the top seven could be interchanged. 
Here is the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16; 

1. Kecalf Bailey, 5-10, 175, defensive back, 
Tuscaloosa Central; 2, Tony Dixon, 6-1, 195, de- 
fensive back/running back, Reform Pickens 
County; 3. Michael Barfield, 6-4, 265, offensive 
lineman, Dothan Northview; 4. Antoneyo 
Williams, 6-1, 200, running back, Tuscaloosa 
Central; 5. Jason Standridge, 6-3, 195, quarter- 
back, Hewitt-Trussville; 6. Adam Cox, 6-1, 210, 
running back, Jasper Walker; 7, Joe Yount, 6-4, 
255, defensive end, Albertville; 8, Herman 
Banks, 6-2, 175, wide receiver, Hartselle; 

9. Stanford Simmons, 6-1, 195, defensive 
hack/linebacker, Ashland Clay County; 10. Fred 
Weary, 6-2, 250, offensive lineman, Montgomery 
Lee; 11. Jeff Kelly, 6-2, 190, quarterback, 
Citronelle; 12. Roderick Chambers, 6-3, 220, 
linebacker, Eufaula; 13. Kelvin Dansby, 6-2, 215, 
linebacker, Birmingham Ensley; 14. Carlton 
Person, 6-2, 240, linebacker, Stevenson North 
Jackson; 15. Chris Wheeler, 6-1, 215, linebacker, 
Sylacauga B.B. Comer; and 16. Rob Pate, 6-2, 
195, defensive back, Birmingham Erwin, 


he newspaper listed 16 more prospects 
| who were considered for inclusion in the 
Sweet 16. They are, in alphabetical order; 
Herman Bell, 5-7, 150, wide receiver, 
Tuscaloosa Central; Larry Casher, 5-10, 170, de- 
fensive back, Prichard Blount, Shaw Draper, 6-4, 
250, defensive end, Huntsville Butler; Benjamin 
Fox, 6-3, 245, offensive lineman, Brantley; 
Philip Gambrell, 6-7, 267, defensive lineman, 
Colfee of Florence, Antonio Gray, 6-0, 180, de- 
fensive back, West Morgan Trinity; Kenyon 
Hambrick, 6-2. 175, wide receiver, Huntsville 
Johnson; Travis Hines, 6-2, 220, linebacker, 
Tanner; Jerome Jenkins, 6-0, 220, linebacker, 
Gadsden; Jerry Johnson, 6-0, 210, linebacker, 
Opelika; Wayne Madkin, 6-5, 185, quarterback, 
Huntsville Johnson; Phillip Milton, 6-2, 214, 
linebacker, Birmingham Wenonah; Larry Paul, 
6-1, 250, noseguard, Moody; Kyle Rea, 6-1, 208, 
fullback, Russellville; Greg Smith, 6-2, 225, run- 
ning back, Wetumpka; and Robert Taylor, 6-6, 
235, defensive lineman, Birmingham Parker. 


n the basketball front, something that 
Opis happened in a long time is that 

two Alabama prep stars are listed among 
the nation’s top 100 seniors as compiled by bas- 
ketball recruiting expert Bob Gibbons, 

LeAndrew Bass, a 6-4 point guard who played 
for former Tide star Robert Scott for the state 6A 
champion Birmingham West End squad last 
year, is listed as the nation’s 54th top upcoming 
prep senior. (Incidentally, Scott has joined the 
staff of Murray Bartow at Alabama- 
Birmingham.) Listed as the nation’s 59th top 
prospect is 6-7 power forward Tyrus Boswell ol 
Birmingham Mountain Brook. 

There have also been reports that Alabama is 
in the picture for wo of the nation’s top prep 
stars, 6-10 center Melvin Ely of Harvey, Illinois, 
and 6-9 forward Aron MeMillian of Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 
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Michael Ray: 


“Bubba” Is All Vwiness ..Alon | ost 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Junior center has high 
goals on and off the field 


— be 


ae 


ichael Ray calls it a mother’s worst 
Misiense And, he said, Lynda Ray 

can blame it on Lamar County 
Coach Kenneth McKinney. In 1993, during 
preparation for the Alabama-Mississippi 
High School All-Star Football Game, 
McKinney, a line coach for the Alabama 
squad, called Michael Ray “Bubba.” Ray, 


a a. 


= ——<— 


who had just finished his senior year at Boaz 
High School, said, “Coach McKinney 
couldn't remember my name. He said I 
looked like a Bubba.” Ray didn’t expect the 
name to stick, but when he arrived at The 
University of Alabama that fall, his all-star 
teammates and future Crimson Tide team- 
mates Freddie Kitchens, Will Friend, Patrick 
Hape and Chris Jordan were also on cam- 
pus. They brought the “Bubba” nickname 
along, and it has been Michael Ray’s 
moniker since. 

“It's a mother’s worst nightmare,” Ray said. 
“My mother sent a kid named Michael 
James away to college, and he came home 
Bubba.” 

Ray is one of the most popular players on 
Alabama's football team. The back-up center 
admits, “I like to be nice, funny, and as 
goofy as I can be. I'm a happy-go-lucky guy. 
But I can be serious. I’m serious on the foot- 
ball field and I’m serious in school. But 
when there's an opportunity, I try to lighten 
up a situation. I don’t think there’s anything 
wrong in that. If someone comes into my 
room or has lunch with me or whatever, | 
hope they feel better after having been with 
me.” Ray is also an admitted optimist. “I 
guess I’ve always been one to look at the 
glass as being half full as opposed to half 
empty,” he said. 

Ray, a football junior who needs only nine 
hours to earn his degree, has maintained a B 
average in marketing. And he’s all business 
on the football field, too. Ray came to 
Alabama as a defensive line prospect. But 
after Bama center John Causey injured a knee 
in the 1994 season finale against Ohio State 
in the Florida Citrus Bowl, Ray moved to the 
offensive line. He has his sights set on con- 
tributing to Tide success this season, then 
taking over the starting position in 1997. 

“My goal is to win the national champi- 
onship,” he said. “But I also have a goal to be 
starting for Alabama in my final season.” He 
will be working on his MBA in that final year. 


ide Assistant Coach Jim Fuller per- 
sonally picked Ray for the offensive 
line. “Bubba is definitely in our 
plans,” Fuller said. “He’s in the playing rota- 
tion now.” 

Prior to the start of 1995 spring training, 
Alabama was in bad shape from a depth 
standpoint at center. Causey was injured 
and his back-up in the Citrus Bowl, Darrell 
Smith, was graduating. Fuller said, “ When 
Coach (Gene) Stallings asked me who I 
wanted, I picked Michael Ray because I was 
more familiar with him. He had a knowledge 


Michael Ray doesn’t want to be second best, one 
reason he elected to walk on at Alabama rather 
than accept a scholarship elsewhere. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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of the game, good lateral movement, size, 
adequate strength, and, because he was a 
walk-on, | knew he wanted to play. The 
‘want to’ was a big part of it.” 

Ray, a Birmingham News all-state player 
and SuperPrep All-South selection at Boaz, 
turned down scholarship offers to Duke and 
Southern Miss to attend Alabama as a walk- 
on. “My dad (Phil) told me to imagine I had 
been offered scholarships from Duke, 
Southern Miss and Alabama and then to de- 
cide. That was a dead give-away. 

“1 believe if | had gone somewhere else, I'd 
never be satisfied. I've been an Alabama fan 
all my life. | haven't missed an Alabama- 
Tennessee or an Alabama-Auburn game 
since 1978 when I was four years old. If | 
had gone somewhere else | would wonder 
all my life if 1 could have played at Alabama. 
I don’t want to be second best. I always 
wanted to play with the big dogs.” 

To play center for the big dogs, Ray, 6-5 
and 291 pounds, has had to improve his 
strength. He currently bench presses 370 
pounds, up from 270 when he first arrived 
at The Capstone and from 320 a year ago. 
He squats 520 and runs a 5.2 forty. The in- 
crease in strength should translate into more 
playing time for Ray, who in 1995 got in for 
21 snaps against North Carolina State and 
18 against Georgia, but saw only limited 
playing time in five other contests. 


“Last year Michael was a big part of our 
plans because we didn't know exactly how 
John Causey was going to perform following 
his injury,” said Fuller. “As it turned out, 
John played well and Michael probably didn't 
get to play as much as he'd have liked. Now 
he’s a year older, more confident in himself 
and with the position, and he’s improved his 
strength considerably. Taking all that into 
consideration, | wouldn't hesitate to play 
Mike. I know how bad he wants to play.” 

Realizing his upper body is not where he'd 
like it to be Ray said, “For an SEC lineman 
my strength used to be real bad. Now it’s ay- 
erage and hopefully next year it will be 
good.” 

By the usual standards, Ray is tall and 
heavy for a center. In an offensive line the 
tackles are usually the tallest and heaviest, 
followed by the guards, with the center the 
smallest. However, Ray is as big as the tack- 
les. Regardless, as part of position responsi- 
bility, Ray still has to go out and block a 
linebacker. 

“I hope I've got pretty quick feet. That 
helps,” he said. 

Ray’s size doesn’t seem to concern Fuller 
who said, “as long as he gets the job done, I 
don’t mind seeing Bubba’s big rear end in 
there.” 

As for his strong points, Ray laughingly 
says “nothing,” though Fuller said added 
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strength has made Ray a better blocker and 
pass protector and more effective player. 

Ray said that noseguard, his previous 
Alabama position, “is the glamour position 
where you can get all those sacks, but center 
is the pivotal point in the whole offensive line. 
Thats where it starts. The center is the only 
offensive lineman who gets to touch the ball.” 

Fuller said that he has recommended that 
Ray receive a scholarship, “But,” he added, 
“] didn’t have to. Coach Stallings is aware of 
the contributions that Michael has made. He 
deserves one, but a lot of that depends on 
the number of scholarships we have avail- 
able. 1 just hope it works out for him in the 
future.” 

Unlike many Alabama players, Ray does 
not have a goal of playing professional foot- 
ball. “I have no desire to play in the NFL,” 
he said. “Actually, | probably don’t have the 
ability, either. The ideal situation for me 
would be to get a marketing job witha 
Fortune 500 company and work my way up 
the corporate ladder.” 

Ray is one of six in his family to attend 
The University. And, no, he is not the 
Michael Ray who frequents the internet 
chatting about Alabama football. 

You see this Michael Ray laughing and 
you think he’s all fun, but people don’t laugh 
at the work he has done-on the football 
field as well as in the classroom, 


ESPN GamePlan™ delivers 100 COLLEGE FOOTBALL games* 


: g (ACKLE THE SEASON! 


~ 13 Weeks starting Saturday, August 31 


Receive great out-of-market ABC Sports and other 
telecasts — Big 10, Pac-10, Big East, and Big 12 
plus great match-ups from the ACC, SEC and WAC 


Get your season subscription today! 


To subscribe to ESPN GamePlan call your local cable operator, DIRECTV™ 1-800-DIRECTV, 
Superstar 1-800-225-5772 or TVN 1-800-232-4TVN. Commercial Establishments 


call 1-800-248- ESPN (3776). 


Boar 


*Games telecast locally on broadcast stations or regional sports networks will not be included in ESPN 
GamePlan™. ESPN GamePlan is offered by ESPN Enterprises. Commercial locations require an appropriate 


license agreement. Commercial signal theft is subject to civil and criminal penalties. Subscription is subject 
to applicable sales tax. ESPN GamePlan is offered in the U.S. only. ESPN GamePlan is a trademark of ESPN 
Enterprises, inc. ESPN Enterprises is a wholly-owned subsidiary of ESPN, Inc. 


SEPTEMBER "96/BaAmMa, Inside The Crimson Tide 


FEATURING GREAT COLLEGE FOOTBALL TELECASTS FROM 
PORTS 


13 


Curtis Alexander: 
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Hes Worked His Way To The Top 


by Kirk McNair 


After struggling with injury 
problems, junior halfback 
is now poised to start 


n Alabama's first game-type scrimmage 

of fall work, Tide Head Football Coach 

Gene Stallings planned to have the last 
dozen or so plays of the work the first of- 
fense going against the first defense. He put 
the ball at the 20-yard line going in, “I 
thought the defense would stop them, but 
the offense scored,” Stallings said. 

And scored quickly. On the first play, 
Curtis Alexander took a pitchout from quar- 
terback Freddie Kitchens and followed the 
blocks of fullback Ed Scissum and tight end 
Patrick Hape to a touchdown. As a result, 
Stallings ended that segment of practice and 
moved on to field goals. 

The touchdown run by Alexander capped 
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a very good day for the junior tailback. 
Earlier he had taken a 26-yard pass, then 
run in for 13 yards on the offense’s first pos- 
session in the scrimmage at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. He finished the scrimmage as the 
leading rusher. 

It was also noteworthy that Alexander was 
the starting tailback (halfback in Alabama 
nomenclature) because the Tide's number 
one runner from last year, Dennis Riddle, is 
back for his senior season. But Alexander 
moved to the front of a strong cast in the 
spring and has held on to that spot at the 
top of the depth chart. In addition to Riddle, 
Alexander can look over his shoulder at red- 
shirt freshman Shaun Alexander (no relation 
to Curtis) and sophomore Montoya 
Madden. Stallings has said several times that 
all Alabama halfbacks are capable of getting 
the job done. 

One reason for Alexander's success is his 
speed. The 6-1, 200-pounder consistently 
runs the 40-yard dash in under 4.4 seconds. 
He is the fastest of the halfbacks, the one 


most likely to break a long run. 

Prior to last spring, Alexander had not 
been able to show his ability on a consistent 
basis because of a string of nagging injuries. 
Alexander reported as a freshman in 1993, 
but reported with a slight groin pull. A few 
days into practice he suffered another groin 
pull, and the result was a redshirt season. 

In 1994 he saw limited duty, playing in 
three games and picking up 75 yards on 19 
rushes. He had most of that in the opener 
when he picked up 57 yards in 12 carries 
against Chattanooga. The next week he 
scored the only touchdown of his Bama ca- 
reer when he went in from two yards out 
against Vanderbilt. Last year as a sophomore 
he turned an ankle in the final scrimmage 
before the start of the season, then re-in- 
jured the ankle on the opening kickoff 
against Georgia. As a result he played in 
only six games and had 22 carries for 75 
yards, 

Most of his playing time came late in the 
year. He had a season-best eight carries for 
42 yards against Mississippi State and had a 
season-high 17 plays against LSU. Against 
Auburn he was in for only three plays and 
didn’t carry the football, but Alabama scored 
on two of those plays, including a 59-yard 
run by split end Toderick Malone on which 
Alexander took out two defenders with a 
block. Alexander said that one newspaper 
feature story about him said that he didn’t 
play against Auburn and that some of his 
friends complained because he didn’t get to 
run the ball. “I want to run it, too,” he said, 
“but the main thing is to do my job-whatev- 
er that job is—on every play.” 


lexander believes there are a number 

of reasons he has moved firmly into 

the starting picture for Alabama. 
And one of them is an extra coach. Ivy 
Williams is Alabama's running backs coach, 
but Alexander also works with another 
coach on his own time. 

Melody Walls is a former gymnastics 
coach. An Alabama trainer suggested 
Alexander consider working with her to im- 
prove his flexibility. “I had had problems 


More than any other Bama running back, Curtis 
Alexander has the speed to go the distance on 
any play. In the past he has had injury prob- 
lems, but he hopes to be over those now. 
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with my ankles, my groin, my hamstrings, 
and he thought it might help to get some 
extra stretching,” Alexander said. “I started 
going to her last year and I go about three 
days a week. | do a lot of stretches in certain 
positions. I know it works and that gives me 
confidence.” 

Alexander, who is very devout, believes in 
the power of prayer as a part of keeping 
healthy, but he also accepts the premise that 
“God helps those who help themselves,” 
and he has worked hard to get into good 
condition. “My first two years, | went home 
for the first half of the summer,” Alexander 
said. “But when I’m in Memphis and go to a 
gym to work out, everyone wants me to talk 
about Alabama football. It’s hard to get 
much work done.” 

Alexander came out of Memphis following 
the 1992 season, in which he was a 
SuperPrep All-America at Whitehaven High 
School. He was the Tennessee Player of the 
Year as he led the state in rushing with 
2,379 yards and 31 touchdowns on 242 car- 
ries. He set a state record with +79 yards 
rushing in one game and had another game 
in which he picked up 396 yards. 

This summer Alexander spent the entire 
summer in Tuscaloosa, as did almost all of 
his teammates. “I think I stayed in great 
shape by staying here,” Alexander said. “I'm 
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a lot stronger than I've ever been. Here we've 
got the facilities, the trainers, the strength 
coaches, and, most of all, the players. We 
motivate each other because we want to get 
back to the Sugar Bowl. That's where num- 
ber one will meet number two this year. It’s 
important for the team to get there and we 
all want to do what we can to make that 
possible.” 


lexander, who is a senior academi- 

cally majoring in public relations, 

said that his rise on the depth chart 
began right after the 1995 football season. “I 
made up my mind that I was going to work 
as hard as possible,” Alexander said, “1 
worked hard in the winter conditioning pro- 
gram and then when spring training started 
I worked as hard as I could to show the 
coaches what I could do.” 

He also believes that experience has 
helped him. “I’ve tried hard to learn as 
much as | can about recognizing defenses,” 
he said. Recognition is important in block- 
ing and running, Alexander said. “If I don't 
recognize the defense and know which man 
I've got to block on a blitz situation, for in- 
stance, I'll mess up everything,” he said. 
“And even as a runner it’s important to rec- 
ognize the defense as quickly as possible. If 
you know what to do, you do it with a lot 
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more confidence and a lot better. If you 
don't recognize the defense, that can cause 
you to hesitate, to lose that step or half step 
you need to make the play. And you're also 
more likely to get hurt if you're tentative.” 

Alexander said that changes in Alabama's 
offensive scheme have not had a great deal 
of effect on his position. “Il have to run, I 
have to block in certain situations, I have to 
pick up the blitz on passing downs, and I'm 
catching a few passes.” 

Alexander also believes that competition 
has made all of the halfbacks better. “It’s 
tough, but I like it,” he said. “It makes us all 
better. We're all on the same team and we all 
want to win. We push each other to the max 
to help the team out. We get along well and 
help each other out. We talk a lot. We'll 
point things out to each other, and if we 
have a question we're not afraid to ask. 
There’s no jealousy out there.” 

Alexander admits that it has sometimes 
been frustrating to be so far down on the 
depth chart because of injuries. But now 
that he's at the top of the depth chart, “it’s 
not real important. I’m going to play even if 
I don’t start. What is important is when I get 
my chance, I've got to make the most of it. 
My first chance came in the spring, and I 
took advantage of it. Now I've got a chance 
to do it on Saturdays.” 
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Ralph Staten: 


No One Will Mistake 
Him For ‘Mr. Friendly’ 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior linebacker focused on 1996 season, not the past 


labama Head Coach Gene Stallings 
A= noted that Tide defensive line- 

man Chris Hood has a “bad humor” 
on the field, an admirable trait for a football 
player. Senior Bama strongside linebacker 
Ralph Staten has a bad humor, too, but it’s as 
much off the field as on it. And a reason for 
it is Ralph doesn’t want to talk about the bad 
news in his past. Staten is focused on the 
football future, his final season at Alabama 
and beyond. 

Staten would be an automatic number one 
on the depth chart but for a blemish or two 
on his off-the-field record at Alabama. After 
playing primarily on special teams as a 
freshman in 1993, Staten started about half 
the time in his sophomore season and every 
game last year. However, during the off sea- 
son Staten ran afoul of an unspecified team 
rule and suffered the punishment of having 
to miss spring training. Historically, football 
players have considered spring training 
drudgery, and some consider the Stallings 
punishment of suspending a player from 
that work as throwing Brer Rabbit in the 
briar patch. But when a player is approach- 
ing his senior season and attracting the at- 
tention of professional football scouts, being 
suspended for spring work is a punishment. 

Staten has nothing to say about the sus- 
pension. Stallings has said little, other than 
to announce it last spring, announce this 
summer that Staten had fulfilled the require- 
ments for reinstatement, and to note that 
Staten would not return to the squad at the 
top of the depth chart. “But he won't start at 
the bottom, either,” the coach added. 

And so as the 1996 football season ap- 
proaches, Staten is sharing time on the first 
team with junior Paul Pickett and senior 
John Tanks is right behind them. And in 
early pre-season scrimmage work it was 
Pickett with the first unit, Staten with the 
second defense. Based on past performance 


Ralph Staten has exceptional quickness, which 

is one reason he is an all-star caliber linebacker 

even at a relatively small size for the position. 
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and on observation of August practices, 
Staten remains the best strongside lineback- 
er on Alabama's team. However, it is possible 
that a continuation of the suspension penal- 
ty would be Pickett starting the first game. 


ot many would pick Staten out as a 
Nene linebacker. He looks more 

like a wide receiver, a reedy 6-4 and 
210 pounds. One guessing his defensive po- 
sition probably would guess safety. As a 
linebacker he appears physically to be more 
suited to the weakside, generally regarded as 
the linebacking position with more pass 
coverage and blitz responsibility. 

Indeed, Staten began his Alabama career as 
a weakside linebacker. And he admits that it 
might be considered unusual for him to be 
at strongside while 6-2, 245-pound Dwayne 
Rudd is at weakside. Staten said, “I enjoyed 
weakside a lot, but they moved me to 
strongside.” 

Football has evolved into more of a pass- 
ing game, and the old standards don’t strict- 
ly apply. The weakside linebacker is still 
more likely to have blitz responsibility and 
pass coverage responsibility and the strong- 
side linebacker (who usually can be found 
lined up opposite the tight end) still has first 
responsibility to play the run in most situa- 
tions. But, Staten said, “Now the strongside 
linebacker has a lot of pass coverage respon- 
sibility and some blitz opportunities. It just 
depends on the situation.” 

Against the run, Staten has to fend off 
blockers, particularly tight ends, who are 
much larger than he, and then make tackles 
on running backs who are frequently his 
size or larger. That has proved to be no 
problem. His quickness (he’s a 4.4 man in 
the 40-yard dash) and upper body strength 
(he bench presses over 350) make him diffi- 
cult to block, and he strikes with shocking 
power. “Hitting has never been a problem 
for me,” Staten said. “I try to make them pay 
for running at me.” 

Staten has made a lot of hits in his 
Alabama career. After being in on just 14 
tackles while playing on special teams as a 


17 


freshman, he has ranked among the Tide's 
top three tacklers each of the past two years. 
In 1994 he turned in 62 tackles, including 
three behind the line of scrimmage for loss- 
es and one sack. Last year he was in on 63 
tackles, four of them behind the line and 
also had three sacks. And as a measure of 
how he was used as a blitz man, he had nine 
quarterback pressures last year, three more 
than Rudd had from the weak side. 

Staten played in every Alabama game as a 
freshman and as a junior. As a sophomore 
he missed three games. The official reason 
was a thumb injury, but there was a suspi- 
cion that Staten was held out because 
Stallings wasn’t pleased to learn that Staten’s 
thumb-and the rest of him—weren’t making 
it to class every day. In any event, despite his 
relatively small stature for a linebacker, 
Staten has proved remarkably durable. As 
most of his teammates, Staten spent the 
summer in Tuscaloosa, working out and 
going to school. 


S taten may not be in the best of humor 


as this season approaches, but he is 

pleased with changes that have been 
made in Alabama’s defensive philosophy 
under new coordinator Mike Dubose. “In 
the defense we're playing now we can lay 
our ears back a little more” he said. “It’s 
more physical than finesse. | like it more. I 
have some blitz responsibility now where | 
didn’t in the past. It’s nice to break clean on 
a blitz.” 

Although proven senior stars often are ex- 
cused from the additional rigors of special 
teams assignments, Staten looks forward to 
playing on kick coverage teams. “I’m going 
to try to get put on the punt and kickoff 
(coverage) teams,” he said. “I’ve been on the 
kickoff team every year, but I haven't been 
on the punt team since | was a freshman.” 

Staten, who is a cousin of sophomore 
linebacker Franz Odom, has both team and 
individual goals as his final Alabama season 
approaches. “My goal is to go out every 
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Ralph Staten has already had a fine Alabama career as a member of the special teams in his freshman 
season and as the regular at strongside linebacker the past two years. He hopes that 1996 is a champi- 
onship year for the Crimson Tide and a year in which he proves his worth to professional football 


scouts. 


game and give the best I’ve got,” he said. “I'd 
like to win the championship and I hope I’m 
good enough to get the attention of the 
NEL.” 

In professional football he would expect to 
be either a safety or strong safety. “But if 
someone's paying me, I'll play anywhere,” he 
said. “I think I can play on special teams.” 

Although Staten has not played in the sec- 
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ondary at Alabama, he has showed a knack 
for the interception. Last year he was second 
on the team in interceptions only to 
Southeastern Conference leader Kevin 
Jackson (who had five) with three pickoffs. 
And thanks to a 61-yard runback of an Ole 
Miss pass, he led Bama in yards (74) and 
yards per return (24.7) in interceptions. 
Additionally, that touchdown return against 
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the Rebels was one of an Alabama team 
record four interceptions returned for 
touchdowns during the season. 

That interception return for a score ranks 
high on Staten’s list of personal highlights. 
“Someone deflected it right into my hands, 
and I had pretty clear sailing,” he said. 
“Rudd was running right with me. It was a 
lot of fun, but it’s not necessarily the biggest 
single play I’ve had or my favorite play. | 
know an interception return for a touch- 
down is a big play and it stands out, but 
sometimes a quarterback sack or a tackle for 
no gain on a running play can be just as im- 
portant to winning. I had a big hit on Bobby 
Hoying (Ohio State quarterback) in the 
Citrus Bowl and a big hit in last year’s North 
Carolina State game that were pretty impor- 
tant at the time.” 


fter an excellent senior year under 
As Lee Gilliland at Mary 

Montgomery High School in Semmes, 
Staten was highly-recruited. As a senior he 
had recorded 156 tackles and five intercep- 
tions and blocked three field goal attempts. 
He was also a member of the Mary 
Montgomery track team as a sprinter and 
400-meter man. The Crimson Tide had 
some advantages in the recruiting process. 

“I grew up an Alabama fan,” he said. “I 
didn’t think it would be very hard to make a 
decision after Coach Dubose told me 
Alabama would be offering me a scholar- 
ship. But I made trips to Auburn, 
Mississippi State, Southern Miss, Oklahoma 
State and LSU. Coach Hallman (current Tide 
Assistant Coach Curley Hallman) was at 
LSU at the time. The only thing that made it 
a difficult decision is that some people were 
telling me | would be a linebacker and some 
were telling me I would be a safety. Coach 
Dubose said | would be a linebacker, but 
one thing about that was Alabama was sign- 


SEPTEMBER "96/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


IA 


ing a lot of linebackers. I started second- 
guessing myself. But obviously I made the 
right choice.” 

The fact Dubose told him he would be a 
linebacker at Alabama was positive for the 
Tide. 

“When people tell me I can’t do some- 
thing, that makes me more determined than 
ever to show them that I can,” Staten said. 
“Some college coaches were telling me they 
thought I might be too small to play 
linebacker. | knew that wherever I went and 
whatever position I played I would make a 
contribution, but the fact that some schools 
thought I couldn't be a linebacker in college 


pushed me that much harder to be a 
linebacker. Anytime I've heard ‘You can’t do 
that,’ its driven me to do it.” 

One thing Alabama players have read over 
and over this year is that the Crimson Tide 
is not in the league with the SEC Eastern 
Division powers, Tennessee and Florida. 
And this year Bama is expected to be a de- 
cided underdog when the Tide goes to 
Knoxville. That doesn’t worry Staten. 

“I like playing away games,” he said. 
“Some guys don’t like to play on the road 
because of all the booing and things that are 
said from the stands, but | think I thrive on 
that animosity.” 
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Academic Achievement: 


by Donna Fromme 


Swimmer Amy DeVasher 
heads the list of Tiders 
excelling in the classroom 


t was another banner year in the classroom 

for Crimson Tide athletes who performed 

as well in the classrooms as they did on the 
fields and courts and pools. 

“This was a stellar year for academic achieve- 
ment for our student-athletes,” said Kevin 
Almond, director of Academics Programs for 
Intercollegiate Athletics. “We had one athlete, 
swimmer Amy DeVasher, who won three of the 
top post-graduate scholarships, including an 
NCAA post-graduate scholarship, which was a 
first in volume for The University to produce. 
We had two athletes win Southeastern 
Conference post-graduate scholarships, Amy 
DeVasher and Dan Mutert, who is a member of 
our golf team. 

“Ivs very hard for one school to produce two 
post-graduate scholarship winners because you 
are competing against male and female athletes 
from eleven other schools, and this year 
Alabama won two of those awards.” 

DeVasher's awards list included a nod as the 
1996 University of Alabama National Alumni 
Association Outstanding Senior. 

Two Tide athletes made SEC history as inau- 
gural winners of a newly established award. 
Football's Tony Johnson was the male winner 
and volleyball’s Erin Tenbrunsal the female 
winner of the SEC Community Service Post- 
Graduate Scholarship, another indication of 
how Alabama's athletes are excelling. 

Under Almond’s overall direction, Alabama 
has seen its list of academic awards grow each 
year , a success rate that involves a competi- 
tion of sorts among Alabama's student-athletes. 
“It's certainly good peer pressure for our other 
athletes,” said Almond. “Some of our under- 
graduates are trying to achieve what their older 
teammates have done by setting goals of aca- 
demic excellence along with the goals they set 
for production in their sports. 

“The students-athletes have an academic 
achievement banquet each year honoring those 
from all sports who have been academic lead- 
ers, and for them to be recognized in front of 
their peers is important, 

“Academic achievement is so important, We 
have scholar-athletes who are achieving in 
their sport and winning some of these awards. 
It's personally important to them, but it also re- 
flects positively on The University of Alabama. 
We are producing athletes who are leaders in 
their sports and on campus. Erin won The 
University’s Penny Allen Award which is given 
to the top student leader on campus. Two of 
our athletes made Phi Beta Kappa and we had 
numerous others making Phi Kappa Phi. Our 
athletes are well-represented on campus in 
scholastic and community achievement areas, 
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Alabama swimmer Amy DeVasher was presented with an NCAA post-graduate scholarship by Dr. 
Andrew Sorensen, president of The University. DeVasher also received one of the Southeastern 
Conference's post-graduate scholarships and was selected as one of 10 recipients nationwide of one of the 
National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics Preseason Games Scholar Athlete awards. 
DeVasher will attend medical school with her scholarships. 


and that's something we are particularly proud 
of.” 

Each spring, in a tradition begun by 
Almond, the Tide’s honor students gather to- 
gether to be recognized for their success in the 
classroom. At the annual banquet this past 
spring, the men’s cross country team and the 
women's swimming and diving team were 
crowned academic masters as a whole, produc- 
ing the top male and female team grade point 
averages. Golfer Dan Mutert and swimmer 
Amy DeVasher were named The University’s 
Male and Female Scholar-Athletes of the year 
at the gathering. 

And six were recognized as The University of 
Alabama Senior Top Six Scholar Athletes, in- 
cluding Mare Hayden (tennis), Cathy Cantor 
(track), DeVasher (swimming), Erin 
Tenbrunsel (volleyball), Wade Kaiser (basket- 
ball) and Mutert (golf). 

Seventy-four athletes from the Crimson 
Tide were named to the Southeastern 
Conference Academic Honor Roll in 1995-96 
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with women’s swimming and diving making 
the biggest splash with 13 honorees. Chasing 
their heels were the women of the track and 
field team who produced ten names on the list 
which requires a 3.0 or better grade point aver- 
age. 

The Academic All-SEC breakdown includes: 


rom baseball Joe Caruso, Chris Eilers, 

Eric Goldis and Brett Taft. From basket- 

ball, Wade Kaiser, Eric Washington, Cara 
Crosslin, Pam Duncan, Leah Monteith and 
Jennifer Teeple. 

Football's honorees included Shannon 
Brown, Warren Foust, Chad Key, Josh Niblett, 
and Marlon Reyes Granados. 

Golf's academic standouts were Robert 
Ireland, Dan Mutert, Stacy Buersmeyer, Meg 
Lindsey, Julie Pelchar and Johanna Sward. 

Gymnastics produced its second NCAA team 
title and another string of classroom success 
stories, including Merritt Booth, Kim Kelly, 
Danielle McAdams, Shay Murphy, Heather 
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Nasser, Marna Neubauer and Meredith 
Willard. 

Soccer scored in the books with Jennifer 
Carle, Carline Higgins, Amy Lerche and Amy 
Pseja. 

Swimming and diving honorees were 
Michael Lamothe, Josh Luber, Adam McBride, 
Russell McDowell, Joaquim Ribeiro, Alex 
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Voris, Tiffany Berry, Dana Bleich, Amy 
DeVasher, Jill DeVasher, Maria Elm, Monica 
Geohagan, Sarah Hickinbotham, Ann-Sofie 
Joensson, Laura Lloyd, April Mathis, Francine 
Mathot, Jenny Siegert and Karli Taylor. 

Tennis produced standouts Mare Hayden, 
Erin Braeuning, Allison Eager and Ellen Mayer. 

In track and field the leaders were Wade 
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Beroset, Derek Diefendorf, Mike LeMaster, 
James Mclingvale, Robert Way, Erica Alexander, 
Joann Bolton, Cathy Cantor, Elisa Currins, 
Jessica Fry, Caroline Kerr, Sharon Mavar, Tara 
Merritt, Brandi Nunez and Ashley Patrick. 

And volleyball’s scholars were Hilary Kyle, 
Lorian Newcomer, Erin Tenbrunsel and Sheri 
Thomas. 


( athy Cantor from the women’s track and 
field team and DeVasher were both 
named Phi Beta Kappa. DeVasher's sister, 

Jill, also a swimmer, joined a list of Tide ath- 

letes named Phi Kappa Phi, including baseball's 

Eric Goldis, track's Mike LeMaster, Mutert and 

volleyball’s Melanie Ryer. 

Golfer Julie Pelchar and gymnast Meredith 
Willard were inductees into XXXI Club, a 
group consisting of the top 31 female student 
leaders at The University. 

Football's Marlon Reyes was a winner nation- 
ally as a 1995-96 Arthur Ashe, Jr. Sports 
Scholars Award honoree. His teammate, Josh 
Niblett, won a 1996 Hitachi Promise of 
Tomorrow Scholarship, and Shannon Brown 
was named to the 1995 CFA Scholar Athlete 
Team. 

Swimmer Joaquim Ribeiro was honored with 
The Department of Marketing Recognition of 
Excellence, and football players Atokie Boman 
and Thomas Hill joined women’s basketball 
players Pam Duncan and Marlene Stevenson 
with The University’s Black Scholar Award 
recognition, 
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Soccer Outlook: 


Goal Is To Improve On Last Season 


by Stephen Craig 
7 | 


Bama women’s soccer set 
to defend 1995’s SEC 
western division title 


ne bad thing about winning any sort 
QO: championship is the pressure of 

defending it. In 1995 the University 
of Alabama soccer team won its first 
Southeastern Conference western division 
title, quite an accomplishment for only a 
second-year program. With an 11-9-0 over- 
all record and 7-3 in the SEC, the Tide won 
all six of its home games, continuing a home 
winning streak which now stands at seven. 
As the 1996 women’s soccer season gets 
under way in September, Alabama Head 
Coach Don Staley is optimistic of his 
chances of not only repeating, but advancing 
to bigger and better accomplishments. 

“As we opened our fall practice, | saw 
some surprising things, some good and 
some bad,” Staley said. “There were some 
pleasant surprises among some who weren't 
expected to impress us right away, and that 
always gets practice off to a good beginning. 

“However, there were others which did 
not impress, and there is still much work to 


Senior goalkeeper Amy Pseja has been Alabama's Most Valuable Player each of the past two seasons. Bs 
University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley be done. 
Staley has been a busy man in the off sea- 
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son, finding two coaching replacements and 
recruiting a 1996 class that adds depth and 
talent to an already successful returning ros- 
ter. Melissa Mitchell, a standout player for 
Staley at Radford and Massachusetts, joins 
the staff as Staley’s full-time assistant coach. 
Another former player and standout, Sue 
Williams, fills the part-time responsibilities 
vacated by last year’s graduate assistant 
Laura Topolski. Both Mitchell and Williams 
have high-level collegiate soccer experience, 
as UMass ranked as high as third in the na- 
tion during Mitchell's career, and Williams 
ranked as the national Division I women’s 
soccer scoring leader in 1993-94. 

“Each of these coaches has what it takes to 
advance this team to the next level, which is 
winning the SEC and getting a bid to the 
NCAAs,” Staley said. “Il have followed each 
of their careers, and am very confident that 
they are the ones to help me and the players 
push this program to national prominence.” 


enior goalkeeper Amy Pseja (1.55 

goals-against-average in 1995) returns 

to lead the Tide defense, joining co- 
captain and transfer sweeper Nellie Barnes. 
The Tide offense will be bolstered by the re- 
turn of last year’s team scoring leader Ashley 
Kirkland (23 points on 10 goals and three 
assists in '95). Pseja also garnered the 1995 
Most Valuable Player award for Alabama, 
her second consecutive MVP award. 
Sophomore Christine Miller was selected as 
the Coaches’ Award winner, junior Davis 
took home the Most Improved Player award 
and junior Nikki Kubiszyn earned Defensive 
MVP honors. An experienced sophomore 
squad returns as well, including Miller, who 
started 18 of the 19 games in which she 
played. Tricia Pappalardo, Kirstie Neidlinger 
and Leah Formby all finished in the top ten 
on the team in minutes played, and fellow 
freshman Nellie O'Connor added unexpect- 
ed offense from off the bench, scoring five 
goals in only 11 shots. Fourteen lettermen 
return in total, along with eight newcomers, 
seven freshmen and one transfer. 

The 1996 recruiting class includes Barnes, 
a transfer from the University of Minnesota; 
Kathleen Foody, a freshman from Voorhees, 
New Jersey; Martha Mouring, a freshman 
from Spring, Texas; Laura Reddin, a fresh- 
man from Germantown, Tennessee; and 
Carrie Warner, a freshman from Columbia, 
South Carolina. Two walk-ons, Jaclyn Tyo 
and Lawren Evans, are also expected to 
make the fall roster. Tyo is a freshman from 
Fort Lewis, Washington, and Evans a fresh- 
man from Decatur. 

The Tide plays the majority of its schedule 
at home this season, hosting nationally- 
ranked Texas A&M, Central Florida and 
SMU and a demanding conference schedule 
which includes home matches with Florida, 
Auburn, Mississippi State and LSU. Alabama 
boasts a seven-game winning streak in 
Tuscaloosa. 
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Cross Country Outlo 
a en ae 


Men Look Strong; Women Building 


by Donna Fromme 


Experienced men’s squad 
should contend nationally; 
women face uphill race 


e comes to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
Hi: the island nation of Mauritius, 

by way of Canada, It's a long haul for 
any young man, but then this is a young 
man who specializes in distance. 

His name is Faizal Emamaullee, and he is 
the key to the success of The University of 
Alabama's 1996 Cross Country team. And 
what a key he is. Last season the lean 3-10 
junior from Mississauga, Ontario, led the 
Crimson Tide men in every race. His pace 
sent him all the way to the NCAA Cross 
Country Championships, where he finished 
18th. Emamaullee was All-America, All- 
Southeast- 
ern Con- 
ference and 
All-District 
Il in 1995, 
In that ju- 
nior cam- 
paign last 
fall, his 
fleet feet 
placed him 
seventh 
among the 
individual 
finishers at 
the SEC 
Champio- 
nships and 
21st in his 
Ede +g. it 
District I] 
Champion- 
ships, a 
pace he 
bettered 
just a cou- 
ple of 
weeks later 
with — his 
top 20 na- 
tional fin- 
ish. His 
first year of 
collegiate competition found him winning 
the Tulane Twilight Invitational and finish- 
ing among the top ten in every other regular 
season meet. 

“L anticipate he'll be our top runner. He 
has been for the past two years,” said 
Alabama's Cross Country Head Coach David 


Faizal Emamaulle is a returning 

All-America for the Alabama 
men’s cross country team. 

University of Alabama Photo 

by Kent Gidley 
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Troy, who has held that title since 1986, 
“Last year Faizal showed he could be among 
the elite runners in the nation. What that 
means for us is, in most of our meets, we're 
going to have someone pretty close to the 
front, The key then becomes packing the 
other guys in as close as we can to get the 
points that will provide the strong team fin- 
ish.” 

While Emamaullee is the key, as Troy 
notes, cross country is a team sport, and the 
1996 returning edition of the Crimson Tide 
is an impressive ensemble. Last season 
Alabama placed third at the SEC 
Championships, a finish it could better be- 
cause of the cast Troy returns, though it will 
be difficult to knock off perennial power and 
defending national champion Arkansas, “We 
return a veleran team with good representa- 
tion in each class of sophomores, juniors 
and seniors,” said Troy. “These athletes have 
been paying their dues long enough and this 
group could be a very good team. 

“The unfortunate thing is that the defend- 
ing national champion, which returns the 
whole team, is in our conference. So if you 
can win this conference, you should be able 
to win the national championship. It is a gi- 
gantic uphill battle, but | really believe we 
can be the best of the rest.” 

Among those who will lead the Tide on 
that quest is Brian Hesson, an All-SEC and 
all-district performer. His first attempt for 
Alabama in cross country came in 1994 and 
was an overwhelming success as he won the 
Vanderbilt Invitational and placed among 
the top five in two other events. In his first 
SEC Championships appearance that year, 
the Ohio native, who was only the second 
male ever to qualify for the Kinney National 
(high school) Championships three times, 
placed 19th. Last season he improved his 
conference finish to 12th, a finish that land- 
ed him on the All-SEC team. In the district 
championships, Hesson placed 18th. Also 
back and with a freshman season behind 
him is Tim Broe, The Illinois two-time high 
school cross country champion opened his 
collegiate career with a 17th place finish at 
the SEC Championships then went on to 
finish eighth at the Reebok/USA National 
Cross Country Championships. 

John Williamson, a sophomore two-time 
Alabama state high school cross country 
champion who no doubt has grown up with 
his share of running tips from his father, 
Tide Head Track and Field coach Doug 
Williamson, returns for his sophomore sea- 
son. Nick Middleton, who helped Alabama 
to its back-to-back third place SEC finishes 
in 1994 and 1995, also returns, Last season 
Middleton produced two top 10 finishes and 
ran in every race for the Tide. Three others 
who have paced Alabama to success, Jody 
Spangler, Dean Fulmer and Preston Hill, all 
return as well. 


race. Gone from the team that finished 

fourth in the conference in 1995 are its 
pacesetters, Elisa Currins, Jessica Fry, Cathy 
Cantor, and Donna Cargill. Fry, runnerup at 
the 1994 SEC Championships as a [resh- 
man, has transferred. Currins, a top five fin- 
isher in hall a 
dozen events 
over the last 
couple of sea- 
sons, has grad- 
uated. Ditto 
for Cargill and 
Cantor. And a 
fourth lead 
role player 
from 1995, 
Caroline Kerr, 
is expected to 
miss the 1996 
season while 
she rehabili- 
tates from surgery to place a screw in the 
navicular bone in her foot, A screw placed in 
the ankle of Joanne Bolton, silver medalist at 
the 1993 Ontario Cross Country 
Championships, could also knock her out of 
competition, 

The women do return a junior with expe- 
rience, Carrie Garritson. Garritson, a junior, 
collected four top 25 finishes last season as a 
staple in the Tide's lineup, As a freshman in 
1994, Garritson won her first ever collegiate 
meet, the Tulane Twilight Invitational, and 
had four top ten finishes that year. She 
placed 17th at the SEC Championships her 
freshman year. Her high school career found 
her winning six consecutive AAU national 
championships in cross country, 

She'll be joined again in the lineup in 1995 
by teammate and sophomore Liz Lopacki, 
who had two top 20 finishes in 1995. 
Sharon Mavar, who has competed in a hand- 
ful of meets as she heads into her senior 
year, and Desiree Ficker, a sophomore who 
led her high school team to the Maryland 
high school cross country state title, also re- 
turn with some collegiate experience. 

“This is really an unproven team,” said 
Troy, whose women’s distance teams al 
Alabama have traditionally been successful. 
“We have two [reshmen who we will rely on 
heavily and junior Carrie Garritson will 
have to step up.” 

Newcomers to the squad include 
Huntsville freshman Martha Hoelzer, 
Wisconsin freshman Jessica Karnowski, and 
Sweden’s Suzanne Grimfors. “I'm still look- 
ing for a fifth person who can be competi- 
tive.” 

The season gets under way September |+ 
at the Georgia State Invitational in Auanta. 
Bama hosts the Crimson Classic Invitational 
September 21 at The University’s Harry 
Pritchett Golf Course. 


, uccess for the women may be an uphill 


a” 


Carrie Garritson 
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Volleyball Outlook: 


New Era Begins With Judy Green 


by Donna Fromme 


New Bama coach had to 
hit the ground running 


new era in coaching has begun at The 
Aimesiy of Alabama as Judy Green 

begins her reign as the Crimson 
Tide’s volleyball coach, Alabama has netted a 
winner in its selection of Green, a Bob 
Bockrath-hiring in one of his first acts as the 
Tide’s new athletics director. Green coached 
for ten seasons at the University of 
Montevallo where she built her team into a 
dynasty in the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics. Her record at 
Montevallo was 396-74, a record that sur- 
passes Alabama’s all-time win loss record of 
399-238 after 16 seasons of fielding women’s 
volleyball teams. 
She appears to be a fit [or a program ripe 
for improvement in a school known for its 
prowess in the arena of athletics. 
“The thing that’s the most attractive about 
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the University of 
Alabama is its win- 
ning tradition in ath- 
leties. It intrigues 
me,” said Green. “I've 
been fortunate in my 
own career that I've 
experienced a consid- 
erable amount of suc- 
cess, Every level is 
different, but winning 
is winning. Winning 
breeds success. That 
is one thing that | personally as head coach 
of this program want to do: win. I [eel like I 
have the right staff to do that.” 

And perhaps the right facilities. On August 
20, Alabama's volleyball team christened the 
new practice facility addition to Coleman 
Coliseum, a state of the art facility which 
contains three volleyball courts for practice 
and will also serve as the auxiliary basket- 
ball practice facility. For the first time, vol- 
leyball will compete in the 15,043 seat con- 
fines, and, more importantly during the heat 
of early fall work, the air conditioned com- 
fort of Coleman Coliseum. 

Green's exploits at Montevallo earned her 
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National Coach of the Year honors in 1993. 
And the players she’s produced also gained a 
lion's share of top honors with 26 All- 
America citations between 1986 and 1995. 
Eight of her players were district players of 
the year. 


hat ability to lead will be tested as 
[ Green begins her stint at Alabama. 
When Dorothy Franco-Reed left after 
seven seasons as the Tide's coach in July, so, 
too, went Alabama's franchise player, Nina 
Foster, a first team All-Southeastern 
Conference player. (Franco-Reed is Foster's 
legal guardian). Foster transferred to Florida 
and will now compete against the Tide be- 
ginning this season as she was released by 
Alabama for the transfer. 

There wasn't much of a break-in period for 
Bama’s new coach. Green's first day Lo report 
on the job, August 7, also was the reporting 
date set for her team by the NCAA. “The 
first two weeks were non-stop,” said Green, 
“Basically our concentration has been on 
getting the team prepared. We do a little bit 
here and there in the office, but right now 
our total focus has been on the team. In a 
way I'd rather it be this way under these cir- 
cumstances because I don't have time to re- 
ally stop and think about what I’m going to 
do. We just do it, and the team has respond- 
ed really well.” 

Jumping into a fire is not Green’s normal 
modus operandi. Goal-setting, planning and 
preparation are keys to her success. She 
nabbed two assistants whose work she ad- 
mired, John Rodgers [rom Washington 
University (St. Louis), and former Georgia 
All-America Shelly Gross. 

“We have to be on the same page, the 
same wavelength, as lar as where we're 
going and where we want to go, and we 
seem to be that way, We meet daily to see 
where we need to go, and if we have to 
change direction, we do that. We know that 
this is a special circumstance this first sea- 
son, and we're adapting to that quite well.” 


s any new coach would be, Green is 
Arne with the personnel she 

has inherited. There are the obvious 
questions: can these players fit her style of 
play? Can these players compete? Timing 
has left her without the opportunity to re- 
cruit. 

Foster was one of five players who filled 
starters’ roles who left the Alabama team 
after a fall 1995 season which found 
Alabama. with a 24-10 overall record and a 
third place in the SEC West (7-8) finish. 

Four players with starting time are among 
the yeterans who remained, including Holly 
Richards, a second team All-SEC pick in 
1995. Joining the middle blocker with start- 
ing experience in the lineup are a duo of 
sophomores, outside hitter Monica Davis 
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and hitter Sarah Allmon, and senior opposite 
hitter Sheri Thomas. 

“Right now, I'm probably the most proud of 
the team’s effort,” Green said. “They've ac- 
cepted our staff and our coaching styles with 
open arms. | told them at the very beginning 
of practice that 1 wanted them to be like 
sponges, that our philosophies were com- 
pletely different from the other coaching 
stall’s philosophies and that we were different 
people. We wanted to put good things in 
their heads, and we've been able to make a 
lot of progress. We've seen some really nice 
play out of some of the returning players, and 
we've gotten a lot of improvement out of the 
new players.” 

The average height of Alabama’ top [resh- 
men newcomers is 5-11 for a trio that in- 
cludes outside hitter Amy Foytik, outside hit- 
ter Laura LeBlanc, and middle blocker Kari 
Weber. 

Green said, “Our goals right now, are, num- 
ber one, to instill a competitive attitude, to 
teach them that every time they come into 
practice and every time they take the floor 
that they are competing and learning how to 
compete in different situations. The second 
thing that I personally want to do is that | 
want these players to have a great deal of 
pride in their program. These may sound like 
general things right now, but they are things 
that have been missing from the program.” 

Green said, “My question that | asked dur- 
ing my interview for this job was, ‘If you 
want a quick fix for this program, I’m not the 
coach for you. If you want a great program, 
then I’m exactly the person for you.’ That's 
where we have to start. | guarantee you that 
by the time the season's over, I'll get more 
from these 11 players than they'll have ever 
imagined.” 

The 1996 season was scheduled to open in 
Tuscaloosa August 30-31 with the Crimson 
Tide Classic, an annual event. Those four 
opening home matches in the tournament 
will be coupled with eight additional 
Tuscaloosa appearances, including key SEC 
matchups with Georgia on September 27, 
Arkansas on October 18, LSU on October 20, 
Mississippi State on November 8, Ole Miss on 
November 10, and Auburn on November 14. 

Green said, “I was very happy at 
Montevallo, It was a very good program, a 
self-supporting program. Every year, the 
challenge was to go in and do something dil- 
ferent, and every year something new did 
happen, whether it was winning 44 matches 
in a row, being ranked number one in the 
country, having three All-Americas on one 
team—it was always something different hap- 
pening. When you get a program to that 
level, those kinds of things happen for the 
program, 

“Coming here is a refreshing change in my 
career. | like the change, enjoy meeting new 
people and working with new players. | feel 
like these players have been really hungry for 
someone who would take them and push 
them in a very positive way on how to bring 
out the best in their abilities. That's what 
they're going to get from me.” 
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Another Gaston On Board 

Few families have been more associated 
with Alabama athletics than the Gaston fam- 
ily. The latest on board is Dr. Finus Gaston, 
who has been named senior associate athlet- 
ics director for administration by Athletics 
Director Bob Bockrath. 

Dr. Gaston comes to the athletics depart- 
ment following a 22-year stint in the 
President’ office, where he was an assistant 
vice president, He has an extensive back- 
ground in financial affairs and is regarded as 
the nation’s foremost authority on the colle- 
giale licensing program which has proved 
extraordinarily beneficial to The University. 
Gaston will have authority over those areas 
of the athletics department other than 
coaches, including the business office, ticket 
office and building and grounds. 

He is the son of the late Finus C. Gaston, 
sports information director at Alabama from 
1953-61, and Jewell Gaston, long-time assis- 
tant in the ticket office and Tide Pride office. 

Dr. Gaston earned his undergraduate de- 
gree in 1973, serving as head football man- 
ager under Coach Paul Bryant, and also 
earned both master’s and doctorate degrees 
at Alabama. 


Basketball Recruiting 

Coach David Hobbs’ 1996 Alabama men’s 
basketball recruiting class, a consensus top 
ten class by those who rate recruiting, has 
taken a major hit. 

Incoming freshman inside player Alfred 
Moss, 6-9, of Newnan, Georgia, did not 
make a minimum required score on his 
standardized test and will sit out the season 
as a partial qualifier. Moss is in school and 
will be allowed to practice, but will not be 
able to participate in games. 

Many recruiting services considered 
Donnie Johnson of Selma, by way of Pearl 
River Community College in Mississippi, to 


be Bama’s top signee. However, the 6-8, 235- 
pound power forward has not yet graduated 
from junior college and was unable to enter 
Alabama. Theoretically, Johnson could com- 
plete his junior college graduation require- 
ments this fall and join the Tide in January 
or next year. However, a source in Bama's 
basketball office said that was unlikely. 

Alabama's newcomers include 6-9 inside 
player Demetrius Alexander, 6-8 wing player 
Ricky Poole and 6-1 point guard George 
Brown, all junior college transfers, and 6-9 
center/forward Jeremy Hays of Boaz. 

“We'll have 11 guys (two under the limit 
of 13 scholarshipped players) and we will 
just have to make do with that,” Hobbs said. 


Miller To Clemson 

One of the most bitter recruiting battles in 
Alabama basketball history occurred a cou- 
ple of years ago when Alabama, Temple and 
Providence were the final three choices of 6- 
1 guard Johnny Miller of Pennsylvania. 
Miller signed with Temple, where he was a 
star performer. However, Miller has now 
transferred to Clemson, where former 
Alabama Assistant Coach Rick Barnes is 
head man. Barnes was coach at Providence 
in the earlier recruiting battle and was wide- 
ly reported as using negative recruiting 
against Alabama. 


Baseball Practice 

The Alabama baseball team of Coach Jim 
Wells begins defense of its 1996 
Southeastern Conference championship 
with four weeks of fall practice starting 
September 16. Outside competition is pro- 
hibited by NCAA rules, but the Tide will 
have intrasquad scrimmages open to the 
public each Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

The team will receive their championship 
rings in a ceremony at halftime of the Ole 
Miss football game on October 19. 


1996 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 

August 31 
September 7 
September 14 
September 21 
October 5 
October 12 
October 19 
October 26 
November 9 


Opponent 

Bowling Green 
Southern Mississippi 
Vanderbilt 

Arkansas 


North Carolina State 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Auburn 


November 16 
November 23 


Kentucky (Homecoming) 


*Time (TV) 
2:00 

11:30 (-P) 
5:00 (ESPN2) 
11:30 (J-P) 
2:30 (CBS) 
2:30 (ABC) 
6:30 (ESPN) 
2:30 (CBS) 
6:30 (ESPN) 
11:30 (-P) 
6:30 (ESPN) 


Site 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 

Tuscaloosa 
Little Rock 
Tuscaloosa 
Raleigh 
Tuscaloosa 
Knoxville 
Baton Rouge 
Starkville 
Birmingham 


SEC Championship Game 

7:00 (ABC) 
*Times are central and based on television. Some TV is still tentative. 
28 


December 7 TBA 


Atlanta 


Sewell-Thomas Facelift 

Jim Wells has been quite successful as 
Alabama's head baseball coach, and he has 
also overseen dramatic changes at Sewell- 
Thomas Stadium. In the past two years pro- 
jects have included adding 1,600 seats, new 
sod on the infield, a landscaped warning track 
in the outfield and a new visitor’ bullpen. 

On October 21 construction will begin on 
an eight-foot wall around the outfield. The 
wall, made of 16 gauge steel, will extend to 
30 feet high in center field to serve as the 
hitters’ backdrop. 


GrandSlammers Meeting 

The Alabama GrandSlammers, the support 
group for Alabama baseball, will have a 
membership meeting at 7 p.m, Thursday, 
September 12, in the President's Lounge of 
Coleman Coliseum, 


Golfers Stay Busy 

The summer was anything but a time to 
relax for members of Alabama's golf teams. 
It was one of the most active summers ever, 
and one of the most successful. Three 
Tiders. two men and one woman. were 
United States Amateur qualifiers as Chip 
Deason and John Stahlschmidt of Coach 
Dick Spybey’s men’s team made the field, 
and transfer Kathryn Cusick of Coach Betty 
Palmer's squad qualified in women’s play. 

Alabama's men’s team has a good deal of 
United States Amateur experience. This was 
Deason's second trip to the prestigious tour- 
nament and in addition to him and 
Stahlschmidt, Tiders Patrick Vadden and 
Mayson Petty have previously played in the 
tournament. 

Elsewhere on the summer golf scene, 
Deason, an All-Southeastern Conference 
performer last spring, won two tournaments 
and placed second in a third, Petty and 
Brian Wright each won a tournament, and 
Allan MacDonald had a second place finish. 


Spring In Fall 

A couple of traditional spring sports, Len- 
nis and goll, have a limited fall schedule. 

The men’s tennis team opens fall play at 
the National Clay Courts in Baltimore. 
Maryland, September 26-29. The Tide will 
play in the Southwest Louisiana Invitational 
in Lafayette October 4-6, the All-America in 
Austin, Texas, October 17-21, the FSU 
Invitational in Tallahassee, Florida, October 
25-28 and the Rolex Region Ll in Nashville 
November 1-3. 

The women’s golf team will play in the 
Lady Seminole in Tallahassee September 13- 
15, the Auburn Lady Tiger September 20-22, 
the Lady Paladin in Greenville. South 
Carolina, October 18-20, and the Pat 
Bradley in Miami November 8-10. 

The men’s golf team will play in the 
Tournament of Champions in Knoxville 
September 28-30, the Red River in Dallas 
October 12-13, and host the Jerry Pate 
National Intercollegiate at Shoal Creek in 
Birmingham October 21-22. 
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Jerry Pate National 

The field has been set for the 1996 Jerry 
Pate National Intercollegiate golf tourna- 
ment, which will be held at Birmingham's 
Shoal Creek October 21-22. lt includes 
Alabama, Auburn, UNLY, Arizona, Clemson, 
East Tennessee State, Florida, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma State, Southern Cal, North 
Carolina and Wake Forest. 

UNLV was second at the 1996 NCAA 
Championships, ETSU third, Arizona fifth, 
Florida and New Mexico tied for sixth, 
Oklahoma State eighth, and Southern Cal 
ninth, Alabama, North Carolina and Wake 
Forest also advanced to the NCAA team finals. 
The strong field each year has made the Jerry 
Pate National Intercollegiate one of the nation’s 
most prestigious fall college golf tournaments. 

The tournament's namesake, a former 
United States Amateur and United States Open 
champion who lettered for the Tide 1972-75, 
plays an active role in the tournament. 


Happy Trails 

Roy Rogers, who completed a Cinderella 
season with the Alabama men’s basketball 
team last year, jumping from little-used 
back-up to All-Southeastern Conference and 
first round National Basketball Association 
draft pick, has signed his contract with the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. Rogers signed a three- 
year contract. Under terms on the NBA 
labor contract he is entitled to $553,000 his 
first year, $635,900 his second year and 
$718,800 his third year. 

Kentucky Coach Rick Pitino paid both 
Rogers and Alabama's program a compliment 
when he said Rogers had improved more 
from his junior season to his senior season 
than any player he'd seen in the past decade. 


A Few Dollars Less 

Leslie Claybrook has become the latest 
former Alabama women’s baskethall player 
to make it to the professional ranks, The 
Luverne nalive, who lettered at Alabama 
1989-93, has signed to play in Warsaw, 
Poland, this season. She spent the last two 
years as graduate assistant coach for the 
womens team at Mercer, 

Betsy Harris, a senior on Alabama's 1994 
NCAA Final Four squad, played for Iceland 
last season, but is considering a switch to 
another foreign team or, possibly, the new 
American Basketball League. 

Niesa Johnson, Alabama's two-time All- 
America whose [inal season was in 1995, 
was to report September | to her new team, 
the Atlanta Glory, of the infant ABL. 

Linda Burgess (1990-92) was awaiting 
word on her status as an alternate with the 
ABLS New England franchise. She will return 
to Europe to play if that does not materialize, 


Olympic Gold 

Former Alabama Head Swimming and 
Diving Coach Jonty Skinner was quite visi- 
ble on the deck of the 1996 Olympics swim- 
ming pool in Atlanta. At 6-5 and lanky he 
might have been mistaken for one of the 
swimmers except that his hair, chlorine 
green during his days as an NCAA champi- 
on swimmer for Alabama in the 1970s, is 
now streaked with gray. But the former 
world record-holder was one of the most 
successful coaches on the American stall. 
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All five of the athletes he placed on the 
United States Olympic Team earned gold 
medals, three earning multiple medals. 

Former Crimson Tide All-America Jon 
Olsen doubled his career gold medal count 
as he earned medals on both the 400- and 
800-meter freestyle relays, The Montgomery 
native also served as captain of the United 
States team. 

Skinner, whose [ull-time job is head coach 
of the U.S. Resident National Team, also 
coached Amy van Dyken, the darling of the 
1996 games, Van Dyken won four gold 
medals. Former Tennessee swimmer Tripp 
Schwenk came to the coach of his former 
rival when it came time to seek medals and 
Schwenk came out of Atlanta with a gold and 
a silver. David Fox and Mark Henderson were 
other Skinner pupils carning gold medals. 


Tennis Olympian 

Add Olympian to former Alabama tennis 
star Ellis Ferreira’s resume. Ferreira, a three- 
time doubles All-America in his Crimson 
Tide career (1988-91), completed his degree 
work before embarking on a prolessional ca- 
reer. This year he was a member of South 
Alrica’s Olympic tennis team. 

He is the second former Tide tennis player in 
the Olympics. His former teammate, Constan- 
tinos Efremoglou, was on Greece's 1992 team. 


Fun With Football 

Not many people have had as much fun or 
as much success following their favorite 
sport as has Alabama graduate Danny 
Sheridan of Mobile. This year, with CBS 
going big-time into college football, the net- 
work has beefed up its talent pool, including 
adding Sheridan as in-house expert, He will 
be teamed with Craig James, formerly of 
ESPN, and Pat O'Brien. 

Sheridan has an excellent record for break- 
ing news about college football. For the past 
nine years he has been featured on CNN's 
“College Preview Show.” He also has a pri- 
vate sports newsletter and provides odds on 
sporting events for USA Today. 

CBS game announcer will be Jim Nantz 
with former UCLA Coach Terry Donahue 
providing color commentary. CBS will tele- 
cast a featured Southeastern Conference 
game each week. Although CBS has not 
firmed up its entire schedule, Alabama and 
Tennessee are expected to be featured in a 
national telecast on October 26, and 
Alabama’s homecoming game against 
Kentucky on October 35 is tentatively sched- 
uled for regional network coverage. 


Get Your Tickets! 

The Memphis Chapter of The University ol 
Alabama Alumni Association has an interesting 
fund-raising enterprise. The group obtained 
ticket stubs from the 1982 Liberty Bowl Game 
(the final Alabama game coached by Paul 
Bryant) and had the stubs laminated. The lami- 
nated stubs are $15 (less than the price of a 
ticket for the game, won by Bama over Illinois 
for Coach Bryants record-setting 323rd victory) 
and all proceeds go towards scholarships for 
Memphis-area students to attend Alabama. To 
order send $15 (checks payable to Memphis 
Chapter, Alabama Alumni Association) per 
stub to Scout Stafford, 3818 Mimosa, Memphis, 
TN 38111 or call 901 543-4055. 


Fall Schedules 


Volleyball 


Crimson Tide Classic 
New Orleans 

Lamar 

Valparaiso 

St. Louis Invitational 
Kansas 
Southeast Missouri 
Butler 

St. Louis 
Texas A&M Invitational 
Sam Houston 

Rice 

Illinois State 
Texas ASM 


Troy State 

Penn State Invitational 
William & Mary 
Baylor 

Penn State 


Georgia 

Arkansas State 

@ Southern Miss 

@ Florida 

@ South Carolina 

@ Ole Miss 

@ Mississippi State 

Arkansas 

LSU 

@ Kentucky 

@ Tennessee 

@ Arkansas 

Mississippi State 

Ole Miss 

Auburn 

@ Auburn 

SEC Tournament 

@ Columbia, $.C, 

SEC vs, Pae 10 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 

California 

Oregon 


Soccer 
Jacksonville State 
Northwestern State 
Texas ASM 
Mississippi State 
@ Ole Miks 
@ Georgia Southern 
SMU 
@ Kentucky 
@ Vanderbilt 
Tulane 
@ Nebraska 
Middle Tennessee 
@ Arkansas 
LSU 
Auburn 
Florida 
Alabama-Birmingham 
Colorado College 

@ Nashville 
Central Florida 
SEC Tournament 
@ Lexington, Ky. 


Cross Country 
Georgia State Invitational 
@ Atlanta 
Crimson Classic 
Minnesota Invitational 
@ St. Paul, Minn, 

UAB Invitational 
Auburn Invitational 
Clemson Invitational 
SEC Championships 
@ Oxford, Miss. 

NCAA Regionals 

@ Greenville, $.C. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Tuscon, Ariz, 


1996 Alabama Football Opponents’ Schedules 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


EBSCO MEDIA 


—/ |) ae MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 


drwwion of 
EBSCO 
Indusirves. 
Inc. 
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A subscription brings you’ li full-color 
magazines and 14 newsletters 
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PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR | 
(24 ISSUES) OF ‘BAMA FOR 
ONLY $35.00 


Total amount enclosed $. for _____ subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax each order, Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
Make checks payable to: ‘Bama Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
Payment Enclosed____—- Mastercard __ 
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Celebrating A 100 Year Football Tradition 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


playing the 


“ALABAMA FIGHT SONG” 


Emperor Clock Company proudly presents The Century, a Limited 
Edition Grandfather Clock in Solid Cherry or Oak commemorating the 1992 
National Football Championship. 


Just imagine owning this extraordinary grandfather clock! Each hour of the 
day you will hear The Century’s solid brass movement playing the famous 
"UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FIGHT SONG", and you will remember the 
thrill of seeing the University of Alabama football team declared 1992 
National Champions. You may also select Westminster chimes, Vienna strike, 
or silence, if you prefer. 


Adding even more to The Century’s uniqueness is the brass lyre pendulum 
engraved with every year the University of Alabama won a national football 
championship. The Century also features beveled glass waist door and 
sides. 


Don’t miss this splendid opportunity to own this unique tribute to Alabama’s 
legendary football teams. The Century is sure to become a treasured family 
heirloom. 


Each clock will be registered at the headquarters of 
Emperor Clock Company in Fairhope, Alabama, 
and each owner will receive an engraved 
and numbered solid brass plaque. Only 
500 clocks will be available. Coach Gene 
Stallings received Number 1 in the 
Crimson Tide Suite at the university 

in Tuscaloosa on Thursday, August 5. 


Don't miss out. Order yours now! 


| LIMETED EDUTTON 
a UNIVEREITY OF ALABAMA ,, 
92 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
NO LOr SD 


Engraved, Brass Lyre Pendulum Registered, Solid Brass Plaque 
The Century Limited Edition Grandfather Clock: $1,495.00 
To Order Call: 
“EMPEROR [RBMMbarnernens 
OF 


©1983 Emperor Clock Company. All Fights Reserved WWW.EMPERORCLOCK.COM 


